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Abstract

This study argues that strategic patience constitutes a deliberate long-term
strategy rather than a form of passive capitulation or inaction. It enables
weaker states and non-state actors to overcome short-term asymmetries
in the balance of power through systematic restraint, gradual capability
accumulation, and the timely execution of decisive action when favourable
conditions arise.

The study identifies three core pillars underpinning effective strategic
patience: treating time as a strategic asset, the continuous accumulation of
capabilities, and the attainment of a calculated culmination under favourable
circumstances. It further examines the dynamicinteraction between patience-
based strategies adopted by weaker actors and the counter-pressures
exerted by stronger adversaries seeking to undermine or prematurely
terminate such strategies. In this context, the study outlines four possible
trajectories for the outcomes of strategic patience, ranging from internal
implosion and gradual capitulation to premature confrontation, or resilient
endurance that enables the continued accumulation of power.

The study concludes that strategic patience is not merely passive waiting but
rather a complex strategic process requiring a high degree of institutional
discipline, clearly defined escalation thresholds, and continuous vigilance
in monitoring geopolitical shifts. Absent these elements, strategic patience
risks degenerating into strategic paralysis or leading to the loss of the
critical moment for decisive action. This requires exceptional discipline,
clear escalation thresholds, and constant vigilance to prevent deterioration
into strategic paralysis or missed opportunities for decisive action.

Keywords: strategic patience, strategic time, capability accumulation,
deterrence and attrition, international conflicts.
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